
Sneezy Bear
The fun has just begun!
Teacher/Librarian resources

Neil Grif fiths
Illustrated by

Janette Louden



The following set of free downloadable resources for teachers and library staff
will guarantee your storytimes are fun from start to finish! Designed to support
storytelling at its best, we offer ideas on ways to introduce the story and how to
involve the children in it. We have also provided suggestions on how to exploit
the story, helping you assess the children’s understanding of the storyline, and
how to read the story aloud to ensure the children are fully engaged. But
storytime shouldn’t just end with the story. With this in mind, we have provided
a set of role-play and curriculum starting points and highly enjoyable craft and
game activities to ensure the fun really has just begun!

Introducing the story

• Enter the room sneezing!

• Pass round a box of tissues!

• Begin to sneeze, then hold it. Begin again, but hold it again!

• Keep blowing your nose!

• Hold your nose and talk from behind the book. It will make you sound full of cold!

• Pass around a bowl of cherries or blueberries to taste!

• Have a hanky in your hand when you begin to read!

Questions to ask before the story begins

• What makes you sneeze?

• How many times do you usually sneeze in one go?

• What should you do when you are about to sneeze?

• What noise do you make as you sneeze?

Some read-aloud ideas

• Hold your nose, or use a peg, as you read!

• Keep pretending you have to stop to sneeze, but control it each time!

• Lie on the floor to read the first page.

• Really make the most of saying M … m … mmmm. Let the children join in.

• Rub your tummy to show it’s rumbling.
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• As you make an ‘aaaaatishoo!’ sound, let the book ‘blast’ out of your hands each time, giving the
effect that it has been blown out. Use a hanky after each ‘aaaaatishoo!’

• Make a lovely sighing noise each time Bear says Oh dear! Encourage the children to join in. Make the
sigh longer as the story unfolds.

• Use your hands to show the salmon hopping about.

• Make the most of the word yummy!

• Mime picking a cherry.

• Pretend to remove splattered cherries from all over you!

• Make the most of saying Scrummy!

• Pretend to pick a blueberry.

• Pretend to remove splattered blueberries from your face!

• Make the most of saying Oooo!

• Pretend that tiny ants are walking along your hand, then lick your lips!

• Pretend to wipe mud off your body.

• Lie down to read the page beginning Bear lay down in the cool shade of a tree.

• Have fun holding sneezes in.

• Make bee buzzing sounds.

• Pretend to lick honey from your nose, ears and fingers!

• Really make the most of saying Stickerly, delicious. Make lots of licking noises!

Some questions to ask as you read the story
(to encourage prediction, careful listening and to hold attention)

• When might you like to soak in water?

• Why is Bear’s tummy rumbling? Does your tummy rumble?

• What are the two animals on the river bank?

• Do you like salmon sandwiches?

• Have you ever seen cherries on trees?

• What has happened to the two birds? Why are they now pink?

• Do we get blueberries in this country?

• Why does Bear keep sneezing?

• What is an ant hill?

• Would you like to eat ants?

• How is Bear going to stop sneezing?

• Who likes honey? Where did it all come from?

• Why is Bear the only happy-looking creature?
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• Why did he keep sneezing?

• Why has he stopped now?

Questions to ask after you have read the story
(to assess understanding and memory)

Ask some of the following questions in any order:

• What did Bear try to eat first?

• How were the cherries described?

• Apart from cherries, what else was blasted out of the cherry tree?

• How were the blueberries described?

• Where did the ants live?

• Where did Bear lie down to try and stop sneezing?

• What did Bear say at the end of the story?

• Where do bears live?

• How do they catch salmon?

• Where do beavers live?

• Do real bears sneeze?

• Do real bears like honey?

• What is honey?

Enjoying the illustrations

• Have fun spotting mini-beasts.

• How many animals’ homes can the children see?

• Try and count the bees on the inside covers.

• Let the children look carefully at the last two pages of the story. Now ask these questions:

How many butterflies could you see?

What animal was hiding behind a tree?

How many ants could you see?

What could you see on top of the mountain?

Imaginative role-play

Ideas for instant role-play:

• Go on a bug hunt!

• Pretend to keep bees.
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• Go fishing for salmon. (Use a paddling pool or water tray.)

Role-play areas to create

• Set up a fruit shop or a honey shop.

• Pretend to be doctors and try and cure Bear’s sneezing.

Small world areas to create

• Make an ant hill in the sand tray.

• Turn the water tray into a salmon river. Put magnets on card fish covered in Fablon and go fishing.

• Build a dam in wet sand.

• Hide bugs in the sand tray.

• Turn the water tray into a bear bath!

Outdoor Play

• Make an ant hill from mud and try to blow it down!

• Watch bees collecting nectar.

• Go on a bug hunt!

• Make nests and beaver dams from twigs, etc.

• Trickle honey over your fingers and lick it off. (Clean hands, of course!)

• Draw the creatures in the story with chalks on the playground.

Visits and visitors

• Visit a supermarket to buy fresh salmon, cherries, honey and blueberries.

• Buy an ant collection from Insect Lore.

• Invite the school nurse to talk about colds and sneezing.

• A bee keeper.

Other similar stories to enjoy

Itchy Bear – Neil Griffiths (Red Robin Books)

We’re going on a Bear Hunt – Michael Rosen, Helen Oxenbury (Walker Books)

Peace at Last – Jill Murphy (Macmillan)

Sneezy Bear – Teacher/Librarian resources

©2011 Red Robin BooksThe fun has just begun!
4



Non-fiction themes

• Bears

• Mini-beasts

• Bees and honey

• Animal homes

• Fruit

• Life around rivers

• Life in forests

• Canada, China, U.S.A (and other places where bears live!)

Communication, language and literacy

Word fun

Talk about the meaning of these words together:

soak     plump     ripe     favourite     slurped     delicious     spotted     rumbled

Now make a list of vocabulary associated with being hungry, e.g. delicious, starving, etc.

Rhyme

What words rhyme with the following: mumbled, dear, cherry, honey, sigh?

Describe honey in one sentence!

Describe some food to make it sound delicious.

Emergent writing / Mark-making / Writing:

• Write a menu for a visit by Sneezy Bear to your classroom for tea or dinner.

• Write a sorry letter from Sneezy Bear to the creatures.

• Write instructions for making honey sandwiches.

• Make a list of how to stop colds spreading.

• Write to Neil Griffiths at neil@cornertolearn.co.uk about the story. (He will always reply.)

Other cross-curricular themes

• Explore fruit.

• Make honey sandwiches.

• Mini-beasts.

• Explore hexagon shapes and tessellation, e.g. hives.

• Count bugs.

• Explore pattern, e.g. spots on ladybirds, stripes on bees, symmetry on butterflies.
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• Explore hygiene, e.g. tissues, hand-washing, etc.

• Enjoy food-tasting.

• Burn beeswax candles.

• Look at a salmon bought from a fish shop.

Creative development

• Paint mini-beasts.

• Explore pattern symmetry and tessellation.

• Paint a fresh salmon using pastels or watercolours.

• Design new hankies.

• Create ‘splat’ paintings to make new ‘modern’ art pieces!

• Make ant hills from clay.

• Create ‘runny’ pictures by pouring paint to make ‘modern’ art creations!

Personal, social and emotional development

• Why were the creatures cross?

• Why should you use hankies and why should you cover your mouth when sneezing?

Story crafts

• Make bug biscuits following the instructions on SNEEZE 1.

• Act out the story using the mask set SNEEZE 2 or finger puppet set SNEEZE 3.

Book games

• Honey Maze! Use SNEEZE 4 to find the way to the honey at the end of the maze.

• Ladybird Dominoes! Use SNEEZE 5 to play a game of Dominoes.

• Mini-beast card fun! Use SNEEZE 6 to play a game of Snap or Pairs.

• Splat fun! Use SNEEZE 7 to count how many splats you can see.

Book fun!

• Make your own bookmark and badge using SNEEZE 8.
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Physical development

• Move like mini-beasts, e.g. scuttle, flutter, hover, etc.

• Try and blow down a tower of cans!

• Blow a ping pong ball with a straw.

• Plan a healthy meal.

Snack time

• Make and eat fruit salad with cherries and blueberries in it.

• Make honey sandwiches.

• Eat honey crunch cereal or sugar puffs.

• Enjoy runny honey.

• Make and eat bear-shaped biscuits.
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Dear Parents / Carers,

Today we have been reading a book called Sneezy Bear by Neil Griffiths (Red Robin Books).

It is a story about a bear who can’t stop sneezing. 

If you have time, it would be wonderful if you could do some of the activities listed as a

follow-up:

• Ask your child to tell you what they can remember about the story.

• Make honey sandwiches.

• Talk about honey.

• Make a fruit salad with blueberries and cherries in it. Talk about all the fruits.

• Show your child how to use a hanky and tell them the importance of putting their

hands in front of their mouths when coughing and sneezing.

• Look for mini-beats in gardens and parks.

• Read other ‘bear’ stories together.

Thank you so much for your support!
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Finger puppets!
Cut out and colour in the finger puppet templates. Fold them in half and
stick together, leaving the base open so you can get your finger in.
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Finger puppets!
Cut out and colour in the finger puppet templates. Fold them in half and
stick together, leaving the base open so you can get your finger in.

SNEEZE 3

A
nt

Bi
rd

Bee



SNEEZE 4

©2011 Red Robin Books 

Honey Maze Help Sneezy Bear find his way
to the honey!
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Ladybird Dominoes! Cut out and play.
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Mini-beast Snap and Pairs
Cut out and colour in the cards to play Snap or Pairs with a group of friends.
You will require at least four copies of each card.
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Splat fun! How many splats of honey are on Sneezy Bear?
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Bookmark and badge!
Colour in and cut out!

SNEEZE 8
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