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The following set of free downloadable resources for teachers and library staff
will guarantee your storytimes are fun from start to finish! Designed to support
storytelling at its best, we offer ideas on ways to introduce the story and how to
involve the children in it. We have also provided suggestions on how to exploit
the story, helping you assess the children’s understanding of the storyline, and
how to read the story aloud to ensure the children are fully engaged. But
storytime shouldn’t just end with the story and with this in mind, we have
provided a set of role-play and curriculum starting points and highly enjoyable
craft and game activities to ensure the fun really has just begun!

Introducing the story

• Arrive dragging a large sack!

• Arrive wearing a Santa hat.

• Begin by wrapping a Christmas present.

• Play a CD of Christmas songs.

• Talk to the children about looking forward to Christmas.

Questions to ask before the story begins

• Who loves Christmas?

• Where does Santa leave your presents?

• Do they come in a sack?

• Have you ever heard Santa?

• How does he get into your house?

• Can you remember what presents you got last year?

• What have you asked Santa for this year?

Some read-aloud ideas

• Begin reading the first page in almost a whisper as if you are trying to listen out for Santa.

• Pretend to tiptoe to the window to look out.

• Thud the floor as you begin the next page. If you have some bottles, clink them together.

• Thud again on the page beginning Suddenly, the silence … Creep as Sam creeps to the window.

• Tiptoe on the next page.
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• Shiver slightly on the page beginning He looked everywhere and then look up as if gazing at the moon
and stars.

• Pretend to shine a torch on the next page.

• Do a lot of puffing and panting on the page beginning Just at that moment … Then pretend to hide.

• Look forlorn as you read Who was Billy?

• Act out the next page as if you are taking the sack out and shining a torch.

• Pretend to tiptoe upstairs on the next page.

• Look shocked as you read To his horror …

• Read the next page quickly as if in a panic!

• Read the page Hello he said as if you are shy.

• Pretend to be holding a kite string as you read the last page.

Questions to ask as you read the story
(to encourage prediction, careful listening and to hold attention)

• Do you listen on Christmas Eve to see if you can hear Santa?

• Have you ever heard him?

• Do you ever peep out of the window to try and see him?

• Do you put out a drink and something for Santa and the reindeer to eat?

• Should Sam look inside his sack before morning?

• Have you ever received a kite as a present?

• Would you keep Billy’s sack?

• Will Santa see Billy’s sack on the lawn?

• How will Billy feel if he doesn’t get a sack?

• Do you like to play with your Christmas presents straightaway?

• Who do you think the little boy in the park with the kite is?

• Why is Sam so happy?

Questions to ask after you have read the story
(to assess understanding and memory)

Ask some of the following questions in any order:

• What made the noises that made Sam think he had heard Santa?

• What did Sam leave for Santa by the fireplace?

• Can you describe Sam’s slippers?

• Where did Sam hide from Santa?
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• What did Sam do to make sure Santa saw Billy’s sack on the lawn?

• What colour was Sam’s kite?

Enjoying the illustrations

• Turn to the page beginning Just at that moment, a bump … Let the children look closely at the picture.
Now close the book and ask these questions:
How many stars hung above the fireplace?
Where was the basket?
What kind of decorations were on the tree?
What colour was the blanket over the chair?

Imaginative role-play

Ideas for instant role-play:

• Wrap presents.

• Fly kites.

• Play with torches.

• Decorate a Christmas tree.

• Play Pass the parcel.

Role-play areas to create

• Create a chimney and fireplace!

• Set up Santa’s workshop!

• Set up Santa’s Grotto!

• Create a kite shop.

• Build Santa’s sleigh!

• Create a bedroom at Christmas time (stockings, etc.)!

Outdoor play

• Fly kites.

• Create a landing strip for Santa’s sleigh.

• Set up a Santa-spotting station outside (telescopes, etc.).

• Create a Christmas kingdom outside with a Christmas tree, pretend snow, etc.
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Visits and visitors

• Santa’s Grotto.

• A toy shop.

• A kite shop.

• The Christmas section in a department store.

• A kite-maker or kite-flyer!

Other similar stories to enjoy

The Night Before Christmas – Clement Moore (Harper Collins Children’s Books)

Bear Stays Up For Christmas – Karma Wilson (Margaret K. McElderry)

Santa Claus has a busy night – Lynne Bradbury (Ladybird Books Ltd)

Non-fiction themes

• The Christmas story

• Toys

• Kites

• The sky at night

• Seasonal festivals

Communication, language and literacy

Word fun

Talk about the meaning of these words together:

silent     winking     glowing     squeeze     tiptoe     disappointment     disappeared     bulging

label     puffing     panting     brave     forget     skywards     adventure     rascal     shrieked

beamed     launched

Sam’s Sack from Santa has lots of words beginning with s in it. Can you make up other
Christmas phrases together, e.g.
Red robins ride reindeer
Ten tall trees tumble, etc.

Make a Christmas alphabet:

a is for advent, b is for bauble, c is for card, etc.
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Rhyme 

What words rhyme with the following: Sam, sack, star, moon, kite?

Rhyme time

Enjoy these rhymes together:

Christmas is coming

When Santa got stuck up the chimney

Five mince pies

Little Snowman

Emergent writing / Mark-making / Writing

• Write a letter to Santa.

• Make and write on labels for parcels.

• Practise writing thank you letters.

• Write Christmas cards.

• Practise writing addresses on envelopes.

• Set up a Christmas Post Office!

• Write to Neil Griffiths at neil@cornertolearn.co.uk about Sam’s Sack from Santa, or ask him questions.
(He will always reply.)

Mathematical development

• Explore 3-D shapes (parcels, decorations).

• Measurements (ribbons, wrapping paper)

• Money (Christmas shop)

• Area (wrapping paper)

• Capacity (sherry bottle, beer bottle for Santa)

• 2-D shapes (stars, hearts, cards)

• Pattern (wrapping paper)

• Length (kite string)

• Height (Christmas tree, chimney pot)

• Counting (presents, cards)

• Location (Santa’s route from the North Pole)

• Volume (What fits in a stocking or sack?)



Creative development

• Design wrapping paper for Christmas.

• Make kites.

• Make Christmas cards.

• Design fancy labels.

• Make stocking decorations for the tree.

• Paint angels.

• Paint a picture to send to Santa.

Personal, social and emotional development

• Talk about giving and receiving.

• Talk about saying thank you.

• Discuss present giving.

• Explore the important issues of Christmas.

• Tell the real story of Christmas.

• Talk about those children who get very few gifts at Christmas.

• Ask the children if they would keep Billy’s present, and why.

Story crafts

• Colour in the Christmas wrapping paper designs using SAM 1.

• Colour in the tree and stick on the decorations using SAM 2.

• Make a Christmas angel using SAM 3.

• Make a Christmas pudding card using SAM 4.

• Make expanding Santas using SAM 5.

Book games

• Use SAM 6 to find out which kite has the longest string.

• Match the kites using SAM 7.

• Spot the difference using SAM 8.

• Complete the Christmas wordsearch using SAM 9.

Book fun!

• Make your own bookmark and badge using SAM 10.
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Physical development

• Fly kites!

• Play in the park!

• Walk on tiptoe!

• Wrap and unwrap presents!

• Hide in tight spaces!

Snack time

• Make mince pies.

• Cut up some carrots.

• Make a Christmas pudding.

• Make star- and moon-shaped sandwiches.
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Dear Parents / Carers,

Today we have been reading a book called Sam’s Sack from Santa by Neil Griffiths (Red

Robin Books). It is a story about a lost sack from Santa.

If you have time, it would be wonderful if you could do some of the activities listed as a

follow-up:

• Ask your child to tell you what they can remember about the story.

• Talk about the importance of thanking people for gifts they have given.

• Tell your child the ‘real’ story of Christmas.

• Make a list together for Santa.

• Help your child understand that not all children are lucky enough to receive many

presents at Christmas.

Thank you so much for your support!

©2011 Red Robin Books
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SAM 7
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Match the kites



SAM 8Spot the differences
Can you spot the ten differences between the two trees?

©2011 Red Robin Books 



SAM 9
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Christmas wordsearch
There are 12 Christmas words to find.

The following 12 words are hiding in the wordsearch left to right horizontally or from
top to bottom vertically. Can you find them?

SANTA SNOW SLE IGH
STAR ANGEL PARTY
TREE BELLS CRACKER
STOCKING HOLLY SACK



SAM 10
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Bookmark and badge
Colour in and cut out!
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