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No room for a baby roo! — Teacher/Librarian resources

(The following set of free downloadable resources for teachers and library staff
will guarantee your storytimes are fun from start to finish! Designed to support
storytelling at its best, we offer ideas on ways to introduce the story and how to
involve the children in it. We have also provided suggestions on how to exploit
the story, helping you assess the children's understanding of the storyline, and
how to read the story aloud to ensure the children are fully engaged. But
storytime shouldn’t just end with the story. With this in mind, we have provided
a set of role-play and curriculum starting points and highly enjoyable craft and

game activities to ensure the fun really has just begun!
\ J

Introducing the story

® Hop into the classroom!

e Come in wearing an Australian cork hat!
® Play didgeridoo music.

® Arrive holding a boomerang!

® Show the children a map of Australia.

Questions to ask before the story begins

® This book is by Neil Griffiths. Have we read any other books by this author?
® Whatisaroo?

e Why do you think the baby roo has no room?

® Hasanyone seen a real kangaroo? Where?

® Has anyone been to Australia?

Some read-aloud ideas

® (et everyone to snuggle up cosily when you read the first page. Snore gently.

® 'Hop'across to the eucalyptus tree.

® Point to where the mummy kangaroo is each time you read Go on!Try it if you don't believe me.
* 'Hop' to the woodpile.

® 'Hop' to the riverbank.

® 'Hop' to the billabong tree.

‘Hop' to the hollow.
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No room for a baby roo! — Teacher/Librarian resources

Wipe your forehead and sigh as you read Baby roo was tired of hopping ...

Look shocked and forlorn as you read ... there was no room for baby roo!
Snore loudly as you read ... they had all fallen asleep!

Sniff sadly as you read Baby roo felt sad ...

Shiver and let your teeth chatter as you read He began to shiver ...

Make a popping noise with your finger and cheek when koala and the other animals pop out of
mummy's pouch. Show you are hot and bothered.

Read as if a beak is poking into your side when you say Then baby possum popped his head out.
Snore loudly when duck-billed platypus pops out.

Wriggle about as kookaburra pops out.

Sound lonely as wombat pops out.

Get everyone to snuggle up again on the last page.

Questions to ask as you read the story
(to encourage prediction, careful listening and to hold attention)

Look at the lovely dotty pattern on the title letters. | wonder why they have used this pattern.
What is a pouch?

Where do you go to feel cosy and comfy?

| wonder who baby roo’s friends are.

Do we have koala bears in this country in the wild?
Have you ever seen a possum on the television?
Can you see any other creatures in the river?

What is a duck-billed platypus? s it a bird?

Can you say ‘billabong'?

Can you say 'kookaburra'?

What is a hollow?

Why wasn't there any room in mummy's pouch?
Where will baby roo sleep?

Why was koala hot?

Why is baby roo keeping the news about his mummy's cosy pouch to himself?
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Questions to ask after you have read the story
(to assess understanding and memory)

Ask some of the following questions in any order:

e |Who were all of baby roo’s friends?

® Who did he visit first?

e Who did he visit last?

e Where did koala live?

e Where did wombat live?

e Whatdid baby roo tell all his friends that made them get into the pouch?
e Whydid koala get out of the pouch?

® Who was the last to leave the pouch?

Enjoying the illustrations

® |ook at the bugs that appear throughout the story!

e |ook at all the clues that show it is an Australian story and talk about them.

Imaginative role-play

Ideas for instant role-play:

* Make a pouch from fabric and a large hoola-hoop. Unfix the hoola-hoop, then thread it through the
fabric. (You will need to sew a channel for it to thread through.) Then play at being a kangaroo pouch!

* Make a comfy cosy place to snuggle up in.

e Play Sleepovers!

Role-play areas to create

® Acosy place to live.
e Azoo.
* A pet shop.

e Atravel agent.
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Small world areas to create

e (Create the scene of baby roo's story in the sand tray.
e (reate a cosy place to live in the sand tray.
® Try and copy the outline of Australia in the sand tray with your finger!

* Make a place for the duck-billed platypus to live in the water tray.

Outdoor play

e Set up a hopping obstacle course!
e (Create a zoo outdoors for soft toy animals to live in.

® Make cosy places outdoors to snuggle up in.

Visits and visitors

e A wildlife park.
e Azoo.
e An Australian.

e  Someone who has been to Australia.

Other similar stories to enjoy

Old Man Kangaroo - Robert James (Franklin Watts)

I'll Show You, Blue Kangaroo! - Emma Chichester Clark (Harper Collins)
I Love You, Blue Kangaroo! - Emma Chichester Clark (Andersen)

Joey the Kangaroo - An Vrombaut (Hodder Children's Books)

K is for Kissing a Cool Kangaroo - Giles Andreae (Orchard)

Kangaroo's CanCan Café - Julia Jarman (Orchard)

Non-fiction themes

e Australia

e Marsupials

e Australian wildlife
* Habitats

e Kangaroos
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Communication, language and literacy

Word fun
Talk about the meaning of these words together:
pouch comfy cosy snoozed believe hollow

breeze  wriggling still lonely

Rhyme

What words rhyme with the following: roo, tree, mum, room, night?

Emergent writing / Mark-making / Writing

e Write to a zoo and ask for information about Australian animals.
e Write letters to someone in Australia.

e Write letters to children in a school in Australia.

e Describe your bedroom.

® |nvite friends over for a sleepover!

e Write to Neil Griffiths at neil@cornertolearn.co.uk about the story. (He will always reply.)

Other cross-curricular themes

e [ife-cycles.
® Animal habitats.
® Explore making comfortable places to sit or sleep in.

e Test pillows and chairs in the classroom. Which is the most comfortable?

Mathematical development

e (Count bugs in the story.

® Play Hopscotch.

® Who can hop the furthest or for the longest?

e Does a boomerang come back? (direction and distance)

® Enjoy looking at maps of Australia.
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Personal, social and emotional development

® Talk about friends.

e Talk about sharing.

® Discussa mum's love.

® Explore loneliness.

® Talk about the Aborigines of Australia and their culture.

® Talk about being safe and cosy.

Story crafts

e Act out the story using ROO 1.

® Enjoy colouring in ROO 2 to make scenery.

Book games

® Make puppets using ROO 3.

e Complete ROO 4 jigsaws.

e Complete the maze fun using ROO 5.
® Play Snap and Pairs using ROO 6.

Book fun!

® Make your own bookmark and badge using ROO 7.

Physical development

® Play Hopscotch.

* Have a Hopping sports day.

e Play Tiddlywinks.

® Snuggle into safe small places.
* Move like animals.

® Throw boomerangs.
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Dear Parents [ Carers,

Today we have been reading a book called No room for baby roo!by Neil Griffiths (Red Robin

Books). It is a story about a baby kangaroo who is left out in the cold.

If you have time, it would be wonderful if you could do some of the activities listed as a

follow-up:

e Ask your child to tell you what they can remember about the story.
® Find out facts about kangaroos.

® |ook at a map of Australia in an atlas.

e Play Hopscotch.

e Play Tiddlywinks.

Thank you so much for your support!

J
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Roo jigsaws!

Colour in and cut up the animals along the dotted lines.
Then piece them back together again!
T ™
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Roo jigsaws!

ROO 4
Colour in and cut up the animals along the dotted lines.
Then piece them back together again!

e

J
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Roo jigsaws!

Colour in and cut up the animals along the dotted lines.
Then piece them back together again!

e
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Maze fun ROO 5

Can you show baby roo how to get home to his mummy?

Finish
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Snap and Pairs

Cut out and colour in the cards to play Snap or Pairs with a group of
friends. You will require at least four copies of each card.
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Bookmark and badge!

Colour in and cut out!

INeil Griffiths
C—
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