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No room for
a baby roo!
The fun has just begun!
Parent and Carer resources



As our title suggests, the following set of free downloadable resources for parents
and carers will guarantee that your storytimes at home are fun from start to finish!
Designed to help parents and carers make the most of storytimes, we have provided
suggestions for questions that you can ask your child, to help get them fully
involved in the story. We have also provided you with ideas on how to read the story
aloud. But storytime shouldn’t just end with the story. With this in mind, we have
included a set of craft and game activities to ensure the fun really has just begun!

Introducing the story

• Hop into the room!

• Come in wearing an Australian cork hat!

• Play didgeridoo music.

• Arrive holding a boomerang!

• Show your child a map of Australia.

Questions to ask before the story begins

• This book is by Neil Griffiths. Have we read any other books by this author?

• What is a roo?

• Why do you think the baby roo has no room?

• Have you seen a real kangaroo? Where?

• Have you been to Australia?

Some read-aloud ideas

• Snuggle up cosily when you read the first page. Snore gently.

• ‘Hop’ across to the eucalyptus tree.

• Point to where the mummy kangaroo is each time you read Go on! Try it if you don’t believe me.

• ‘Hop’ to the woodpile.

• ‘Hop’ to the riverbank.

• ‘Hop’ to the billabong tree.

• ‘Hop’ to the hollow.

• Wipe your forehead and sigh as you read Baby roo was tired of hopping …

• Look shocked and forlorn as you read … there was no room for baby roo!
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• Snore loudly as you read … they had all fallen asleep!

• Sniff sadly as you read Baby roo felt sad …

• Shiver and let your teeth chatter as you read He began to shiver …

• Make a popping noise with your finger and cheek when koala and the other animals pop out of
mummy’s pouch. Show you are hot and bothered.

• Read as if a beak is poking into your side when you say Then baby possum popped his head out.

• Snore loudly when duck-billed platypus pops out.

• Wriggle about as kookaburra pops out.

• Sound lonely as wombat pops out.

• Snuggle up again on the last page.

Questions to ask as you read the story
(to encourage prediction, careful listening and to hold attention)

• Look at the lovely dotty pattern on the title letters. I wonder why they have used this pattern.

• What is a pouch?

• Where do you go to feel cosy and comfy?

• I wonder who baby roo’s friends are.

• Do we have koala bears in this country in the wild?

• Have you ever seen a possum on the television?

• Can you see any other creatures in the river?

• What is a duck-billed platypus? Is it a bird?

• Can you say ‘billabong’?

• Can you say ‘kookaburra’?

• What is a hollow?

• Why wasn’t there any room in mummy’s pouch?

• Where will baby roo sleep?

• Why was koala hot?

• Why is baby roo keeping the news about his mummy’s cosy pouch to himself?

Questions to ask after you have read the story
(to assess understanding and memory)

Ask some of the following questions in any order:

• Who were all of baby roo’s friends?

• Who did he visit first?
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• Who did he visit last?

• Where did koala live?

• Where did wombat live?

• What did baby roo tell all his friends that made them get into the pouch?

• Why did koala get out of the pouch?

• Who was the last to leave the pouch?

Enjoying the illustrations

• Look at the bugs that appear throughout the story!

• Look at all the clues that show it is an Australian story and talk about them.

Imaginative role-play

Ideas for instant role-play:

• Make a pouch from fabric and a large hoola-hoop. Unfix the hoola-hoop, then thread it through the
fabric. (You will need to sew a channel for it to thread through.) Then play at being a kangaroo pouch!

• Make a comfy cosy place to snuggle up in.

• Play Sleepovers!

Story crafts

• Act out the story using ROO 1.

• Enjoy colouring in ROO 2 to make scenery.

Book games

• Make puppets using ROO 3.

• Complete ROO 4 jigsaws.

• Complete the maze fun using ROO 5.

• Play Snap and Pairs using ROO 6.

Book fun!

• Make your own bookmark and badge using ROO 7.
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ROO 4
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Roo jigsaws!
Colour in and cut up the animals along the dotted lines.
Then piece them back together again!
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Maze fun
Can you show baby roo how to get home to his mummy?

Start

Finish



ROO 6
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Snap and Pairs
Cut out and colour in the cards to play Snap or Pairs with a group of
friends. You will require at least four copies of each card.



ROO 7
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Bookmark and badge!
Colour in and cut out!
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